how to silver a bowl :

Tuen & prables inls an sppafunity
l&r sanamanl by drawiag sllant@an
1o lawe with decarataa Eilkar

Ron Hampton

deliberately cracks
his bowls in arder
ta fill the cavities
with decorative

silvery seams
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il |_||'- e expect Lo '|w;||' a
fwrner i|':-'i||j_'| fca 1,|||-.; |'.it: hewl
inta cracking, We spend a log

ol effor toving, to learn how bo
prevent our bowls from cracking, Bt
trving to et my bowls to crack s
exactly what I have been deang Lately.

Ter make my bowls visually more
stimulating [ have been looking for
wirid with large flaws or cracks.
Failing thar, L erv o make the pieces
crack bw subjecning the howls o
harsh, rapid deving — just the
oppaesite of whar you would do if
VOLL Were Trying oo prevent cracks
fromm Foar |'|'i|'|:._.

The reason thar T want 1Y vl o
[ [ L % gin thint [ ean ‘l.'|| I||-.'|1'| '.1."il_|| |

metal .|'|||:-e; swehieh, when it has deved
and is samled, looks a lot ke silver

The product, Lab Metal, 15 an

alummumefilled gloe that sets by
evaporation. [t is used to fill gaps in
broken preces of metal which will not
b subyected to high stress.

A added beneht to this techmgee

- Attrociive bowls can be
— madeirom owsrm-eaten
- ‘ugly duckling’ plece of




Turd 0wt raungd Balwsain canlros

15 thar atteactive bovels can be
pade from g wormecaen ‘ugly
duckling” prece of wood which
would ardimarily be consigned o
the fireplace, Makimg a beavcitul
bowl from such a compromised
prece of wood 15 what we will do
i this project.

Select a peece of wood thar von
would like to torn, bur which
COHRLAITTS SORITEE 0 4
however, chonse a picce thar is so
Fawed thar i is likely ro come apart

during owming — visi muss alwavs
consicer safery during rurming,

Place the wood — mine is

% Tum tho 1alkiook ead (ol and propoere

A A lor you toceplale of [ow-jow chuck

wormbaled = between conres and
turn rivand. Tern the miksock end
flac and prepare it for vour fceplkire
or bour-jaw check.

Femonnr the wood o vor
taceplare or fous-jaar chiuck,

supporting the bowl ar both ends
with a live cencre.

Lising 2 bowl goige, starc shaping

the Bowl. Simce my wood wa
sipported an both ends 1was able to
ke agEressive cuts,

Wl e wicde of the boaw] googe,
ke line Limisky cors,

mavwedust, dirt and very soft woor
shanld be cleaned our before

; F With the bosd moustod i o sheek,

usa o bowl gowge to stoet shaping
e ol

A {lofth Using tho chia od Do bt
ke & gouge, maks lino Saich culs

:__ [Brdorey} B grrisell ecastior fitked with o
w. gpiral bét Is vsalul tor cleaning vp or
crailing Mol

Haws can be cleaned ont wich a
pocker knite or a sharp pointed e
prick, baar [ sometimes nse an
nprd-curiing steaight spiral b

with @ small router ta clean wp or

make tlaws where none exise.

I issing a small souree be sure 1o
weanr et protection s ad hold coo
Phee ronder werth Boh baamds,

| 2 1 omiee material tn
work, with a thick consistency that
is easy 1o apply.

[t vou cannot find this produoce

vou might try making a thick paste

from brass fAlines = kev makers
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“ Lab Motal bos fally hardaned

make a
CpHaxy Coment.

lot of rrass gindings — and

Llse a picoe of scrap swoond as a
spamila wo barce the hiller marerial into
mipht Hng
that @ lagex elove is usebul o keep the

the flaws of the woods vou

shue Tromm your hingers

Wiork vour way arownd the bowl,

Hlling all of the waps,

s winit three hours bebore re
wl. Lab hetal

pecl im thin

tLTTnEe .-I.:.. 5 Can I_E -1,

LY :.'I.Zi-.'-:".' I i| 15 HE R

T T e e

%E“‘—%&:

art gun s applicd, If
yist Use @ hear gun or hair dover be
sure oo have all »
andl remowved from your work area,
ing the heat gun, mencly v

vk area and chen allowr the

layers and ah

Latile houids closed

naterial o sz for aboun 3 minuones.
| 1 the marerial o

ok off high spots amd reveal

ol spals,

o back and refill all rermaining

Allowe yaur Baal applic

Wlesal tor et for 24 hours before
trish tarmine
[f v dhoy meak ose @l soorce sou

mav need toowait several hoors

berween thin appbcations of material,

Between apphicanions samd with &0
grit sandpaper. This wi
or flaws thar need to he reflled,

Adfter final application of filler

"E Lger conns sandpopsr to gl rid of
I oecos filer without cipping

P iy

L=

Lab metal or metal=filled epoxy
may be turned with
pouge. e aware that the materia
is quite hard once it has fully set.

a sharp b

FUhat 15 why | hke to do some
nitial shaping with sandpa
befere it has reached full hardmess,
dpaper to

make the bowl round and smess
porevel flaws thar

| often use cikirse =

recluces excess hiller withour causing

any chap in the tiller marerial,

he boswl gouge can canse some

[ < i
chip oo i the material has o

cure] for 24 hoors,

Shber sanding away the excess



71 7 ) Semn Baws may ndad disspaning with the
I £ spimal cutting bt on the mostor

filler vour may find Flaws or cracks that

necd o be refilled, Deepen these with the

spiral cutging bit on the router, while the

owl is on the lathe,

A
I

by mare lller matenal toothe o, alliw
the filler o dey amd then re-sand it

ot the inside of che bowel as

ar any other
bowl, In this case [ used a Forstmer bt to
11} I.-C:_' my it ;_I_!l_

Flace the toolrest very close to your work
arca when hollowing out the inside, and wse a
bowl gouge for the mimal ooring,

Fimsh with a round-nose scraper,
5I'l.'.|||l.'||||:-' STOPFRINE TG Chec
with callipers.

o owall thickmess

Hallale
=Hal
=101

M 1
Sand and apply finish while the oy

an the lathe, Mot only does this 5

s still

hnigque save
fime, but any remaining s coukd be

8 {lnfe} Wioek your woy aeoued the bowd, {ilbng oll the gops

l:_'! {abkove) Lab Melal apped in Bin bayers dries
aprickiy with iha hale of o heol gee

Alvin Lob-metal comes in o thick and eosy 1o work peamul

bButter-like pasta, in 3oz cons, Heweser, the motarsal will
dry out wery guickly in the can while you are working, o
yau must buy a can of Alvin Lab-schent at the same time,
Loo-sobvent comes in 161 or cang. | have found it useful B
cdd o smoll amount of solvenl eeery olher dme | open tha
caon of Lab-mebal. | did nod da this one fima angd had o
spend aboul 10 minutes moaking the Lob-melal saft again
by adding sohent and stirring aut lemps in the material,
Find Alvin's website at; www.alvin praducks com

Alternative filler materials

Ace Lab Metal is very convenient 1o vse becouse i1 s
premized and dries guickly, However, there are
dltarmatives if you cre not able 1o find this ar a similar
procluct, Cyanoociylie glue {(Supargluel o lwo-parl epasy
cement may be vsed os the gluing agent.

WMoany different filler materlals meay be used wilh either of

e aoave !.";|:|l.'.-:':_ auch a%: crushed chomeoal = mokes o T

-
Block filler - aluminum filings = looks like silvar = brass
filinge, erushed furgueise, ond Inlace arlificial turguoiss

of Glheér coldurs,

Warning
L ol wie caloursd sand as it is extremely hard. Your
I::r|'|i||-;_| taals will ned ba able o cut the material once the

alu-::- has set. | used sond once aong bad to re-sharpen my

culling toals every 10 o 15 seconds of cutting time In order
3 ; 2|

o reshope tha lilled bowl
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.-"'- Freceanlly check the woll thickmess sith collipers

£ Liing o Farigher bit o moke tha Inisal cut an ihe inside of
Lo dhe bowl

1 7 (bolow) .. And you have o sivory Bowl

_ iobeve} Cut o couple of docarasve grooves bo tho
L bow boflomo

_ Bend and apply linksh while
boedl s an the kol hee

lathe and youw soill have the el

da something abour them
Use a chin parting tool to part

the bowl off, sand the botrom and

-|_'."'.‘-|'-' LITeRs .

Reverse-turn the bowl by
CEITUCNTITE ::."Il.i LLIFsannng skl '_I'l_'
Bottom.

[f desired, mirn couple af
decorative grooves on the botom
of the hiwl,

Congeatuianans! You have saved a
rotten piece of wood from the
fircplace and, o el
howe mo narn an

Process, learned
) uply dockling e a
DEALTITE 5L,
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